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On the seventh day of Pesach we sing the Shira. We sing once again the
great song that the Jewish people sang on the shores of the Red Sea after
the Egyptian army was destroyed. Once the Egyptian army was destroyed

then the Jewish people were truly free. Then the army could not go back

and recapture them and bring them back to the slavery of Egypt. The rabbis
tell us that the reason we do not say a full Hallel on these days is because
innocent Egyptians were killed also. That is also the reason why we do

not say Hallel on Chol HaMoed either because if we do not say it on a holiday
part of Pesach then we would not say it on Chol HaMoed also. That is also
the reason that Rabbi Yochanan says that we take a drop of wine from a

cup every time we mention the plagues and the mnemonic devices which also
talk about the plagues. Altogether there are 16 drops that we take out

of our cup to make sure that our cup of joy cannot be full because G-d's
creatures are being killed, and we do not revel in the fact that our enemies
are being killed. What we revel in is the fact that we are free. What

we want more than anything else is for our enemies to recognize the justice
of our cause. The rabbis tell us that the way we really triumph is when

the sons and daughters and grandsons and granddaughters of our enemies
become Jews. They say that Rabbi Akiva was descended from converts. he

was descended from Cicero, the Canaanite general, who tried to destroy

us, that Nebenezeron, the general who destroyed the first Temple, his children
and grandchildren became Jews. Even Haman's grandchildren became Jews.

In fact, Rabbi Meir is descended from Nero, who also did not like Jews.

In fact, it would be like today if we would find an illegitimate grandson

of Hitler's studying in a yeshiva in Israel. The rabbis tell us that when
the Egyptian army was drowning in the Red Sea that the angels started to
sing a song of joy, of happiness. G-d said, "How can you sing a song of

joy and happiness when My creatures are being drowned?" It is noteworthy

to also say that the Israelites were allowed to sing a song, this song
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that we sing here today, and that song is written in the Torah in a very distinct
fashion. It is written as a group of bricks, one after another. It looks
unique and special in the Torah. The reason for it, of course, is that

the Jewish people had a right to sing because they suffered. They did

not sing because their enemies were destroyed but because they were now

free. The angels did nto suffer at all so they had no reason to sing at

all. 1If you are going to suffer with the people then you have a right

to sing, but if you have not endured the suffering then you have no right

to sing.

The rabbis also tell us the same was true in other episodes of Jewish history
as well. King DAvid sang after he escaped the clutches of Sol, and that

is what we read in the Haphtorah today, about his song of thanks and praise

although his troubles were not over. In Judaism we are called upon to

sing and to thank G-d even though we were still going to have other troubles
in life. When good things happen to us we should thank G-d for them even
though not all our problems are solved. Remember, the ememy of the better
is the best. Some people are miserable in life, and why are they miserable
in life? Because they expect that the normal condition is perfection,

and when things are imperfect then they become very unhappy, and then they
feel that they have been cheated somehow. These type of people are going
to be miserable in life because there is no such thing as perfection in
life. There are always things that go wrong and are not 100%. You will
never find 100% in life. People seem to think that 100% is normal, just
the way they seem to think that good health is normal. It is not normal.
When a person wakes up in the morning and can move his arms and legs even
though he may have a headache, he should thank G-d. If a person who wakes
up can see and hear even though he may have aches and pains, he should

thank G-d because things may not be perfect but they could sure be a heck
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of a lot worse. We should be thankful to G-d for those things which happen
our way which allow us to function in the world. David thanked G-d even
though he still had battles to do with Sol, even though later he had trouble
with his children, even though later he was going to have problems with

some of his closest advisors. The Jewish people sang praises to G-d because
they were now free even though they knew they had to face the rigors of

the desert and things were not going to be all peaches and cream. That

is the way people should look at life. We should look at life with a song
in our heart, always thanking G-d for what happens to us and always thanking
others who have helped us even though they could have helped us even more.
There are people who come to me always complaining that their landlord

only gave them 10% off when he knew that they were having financial trouble.
Why didn't he give them 50% off? You should be thankful for the 10% off
After all, he did not have to give you anything off. Some people in this
world are never satisfied. They are never grateful for the favors that

they receive. Instead, they always carp and complain. I know a person

who gave a newcomer to this country free rent for 10 years. Finally in

1955 his own business went bad and he asked this newcomer if he could please
pay half the rent, not all the rent, but half the rent. The person got
furious and screamed and yelled and called him all sorts of names. He
never acknowledged the fact that the man had done him such a big favor

all those years.

The rabbis say that we all have to be grateful, and if we are not grateful
and do not thank each other for the things that we do and especially if
we do not thank G-d then we impede the coming of the Mashiach. The rabbis
say that originally Cheeschiom was supposed to be the messiah. Hezekiah
was one of the greatest of all the kings. He initiated a religious reform

program and initiated education throughout all Israel, but he did not know
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how to sing. He did not know how to thank. In fact, a great miracle was
done for him. Sancherub, the Syrian general who had conquered everything,
even Egypt, laid seige to Jerusalem, and then something happened one night
and all his army ran away. It is even recorded in the annals of Egyptian
history. It is known as the "night of the mouse". Nobody knows exactly
what happened, but the army ran away, and Hezekiah lost a chance to be

the mashiach because he did not thank G-d and did not sing praise and was
not grateful for what happened. Although he instituted a great educational
program so that the rabbis say that children from Gan and Beer Sheba and
from the Mediterranean and Jordan knew all the intricacies of Jewish law,
even the laws of purity and impurity, which are very difficult, yet he

had no lasting effect because what he did is he put a sword at the entrance
of the schools and said, "You learn or you will be stabbed with this sword.”
He forced them to do it. He did not show them the beauty and the song

so, therefore, he did not have any lasting impact and when he died the

people converted to idolatry and his own son was one of the worst kings.

We see that you have to have a song here, an appreciation, and that, of
course, is the purpose of the seder. The purpose of the seder is to thank
G-d even though we are not completely free, to thank G-d for the freedom
that we do have. That is why at the end of the Haggadah we pray not only
for the redemption of the Jewish people but for the whole world. In the
beginning of the Haggadah we thank G-d that we are no longer slaves in
Egypt, and then in the second part of the Haggadah we thank G-d for all
the wonderful things He has done for the Jewish people and we hope He will
do even more, and then after that we thank G-d for the whole world. '"Let

all the souls of all the living creatures bless G-d."
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That, of course, is the Jewish view. The Jewish view is that we should

be thankful for what we have. Things could be a lot worse. Yes, we should
have goals, and, yes, we should try to make things better but we should

not expect perfection. We should try for perfection, but we should not

be surprised if we do not attain perfection. We thank Him for the progress
that has been made. I know that many times people act in a foolish manner.
People feel that they can force people to do things that they should not
do. I remember in Talmud Torah there were about 25 of us 14 year olds

in class. All of us fasted on Yom Kippur. The teacher said, "I am surprised
that you fasted on Yom Kippur because don't you know Shabbos is more important?"
He wanted to make us keep Shabbos and, of course, many of us did but many
did not also. Because of his statement, 4 or 5 of the kids the next year
did not keep Yom Kippur. It is important that we encourage people to do
more and that we are thankful for what they do and not criticize them and
make big stories because people are not perfect. People can only strive

to do better and better and they meed encouragement, and people should
never look at the world and expect perfection as the norm. Perfection

is the exception. We should be thankful for any progress that has been
made, and just as at the seder we know that everything is not perfect yet,
we thank G-d for what He has done so far and we hope and pray that things

will be even better in the future.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a lettuce. He wanted to be the
biggest and best lettuce in the whole world. He was very envious of all
the other lettuce. He decided to go to a gene splicer. Maybe the gene
splicer would make him the biggest lettuce that ever was. He went to the
gene splicer, but sometimes mistakes happen, and the lettuce turned into

a radish. It just goes to show that he should have quit while he was ahead.

That, unfortunately, is like a lot of people. They are so bitter if things
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are not perfect. They should be happy with what they have. They have
beautiful children and a nice wife and a good income, maybe mot the best
income in the world. They live in a society in which they are free. They
should be thankful for the things that they have. Things could be a heck
of a lot worse. Let us hope that we will all be grateful for what we have

and work together to bring the Mashiach so things will be perfect, but

we should not be disappointed if they are not perfect now. Amen.




